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“The Gerrards Cross Church of England 
School provides an outstanding quality  
of education for its pupils. 

The consistently high quality of its 
provision enables pupils to achieve 
outstandingly well. At the same time,  
they enjoy school life very much.”
Ofsted – December 2008

“The cohesion between the school 
community and that of the church 
enriches the life of both.”
Anglican Schools Inspection – January 2009

Welcome



The Gerrards Cross CE School is a 
Voluntary Aided school which was 
founded in 1862 and now caters for 
just over 400 pupils. There are two 
classes in each of the seven year 
groups: pupils join the school in the 
year in which they reach their fifth 
birthday and remain with us until they 
transfer to secondary school.  

The current school buildings were 
constructed in 1968 and are set in 
eight acres of grounds, including 
three playgrounds, and two playing 
fields. There is a main building, 
which includes a large hall and an 
ICT suite, and three further buildings. 
Classrooms are modern, light and 
spacious and provide an excellent 
learning environment for all pupils. 
There is a well-equipped cookery 
room, a new and well-stocked library 
and a heated swimming pool for use in 
the summer. 

The school has an outstanding 
and very dedicated staff: teachers 
work closely with support staff in 
order to provide the highest quality 
of support and challenge for each 
individual pupil. The enthusiastic and 
committed governing body sets the 
overall strategy for the school and 
takes an active role in overseeing the 
implementation of that strategy.

Parents are encouraged to participate 
fully in supporting their children’s 
learning and take an  interest in all 
school activities. We welcome their 
involvement in activities as diverse as 
listening to reading, cookery, science 
and craft activities, gardening and 
sport. We frequently invite parents into 
school to celebrate their children’s 
learning and achievements.

The flourishing PTA is very supportive 
of the school. It raises large amounts 
of money, which enable us to provide 
our pupils with additional high 
quality resources, and its members 
work enthusiastically and tirelessly 
in support of the whole school 
community.

As a Church of England school, we 
enjoy very strong links with the Parish 
Church of St James, Gerrards Cross. 
The Rector and other church staff are 
frequent visitors to the school and lead 
Collective Worship on a weekly basis. 
We hold services once a term in the 
church to which parents are invited, 
and the school also participates in 
other church services from time to 
time. Our aim, through our Christian 
ethos, is to provide the very highest 
standards of education for all children 
within our local community, and 
we welcome children from different 
Christian denominations and other 
faiths and cultural backgrounds. 
 

... parents are encouraged 
to participate fully in 
supporting their  
children’s learning and  
take an  interest in all  
school activities

Community

Curriculum We offer all pupils a carefully planned 
curriculum which is both broad  
and balanced and comprises a wide 
range of learning experiences. Our 
aim is to provide an educational 
experience which our children will not 
want to miss. 

Pupils in our Reception classes enjoy 
a varied and exciting Foundation 
Stage curriculum which includes 
a range of indoor and outdoor learning 
activities. 

The National Curriculum is taught 
from Year 1 through to Year 6 through 
a combination of discrete subject 
teaching and a range of cross-
curricular themes. 

Each half-term culminates in a Rich 
Learning Outcome; an activity, visit 
or project towards which the children 
enjoy working. 

Some specialist teaching takes place 
throughout the school and pupils 
are taught in ability groups where 
appropriate. The curriculum is carefully 
differentiated across the school in 
order to ensure that all children are 
supported and challenged throughout 
their education. ICT skills are taught 
from Reception, and French is taught 
from Year 3 upwards. Our curriculum 
is enriched by a wide range of visits, 
visitors and special events such as 
Science Week and Arts Week.

... an educational  
experience which  
our children will not want  
to miss

Learn



Through our Physical Education 
curriculum we aim to enable our pupils 
to develop a range of skills in a variety 
of sports such as football, netball, 
hockey, tag rugby, cricket, athletics, 
swimming, gymnastics and dance. 
Pupils enjoy an indoor and an outdoor 
lesson each week: from May to 
September this includes a swimming 
lesson in our heated pool. 

Sports We regularly take part in inter-
school sporting competitions and 
tournaments, and sport is encouraged 
as one aspect of living a healthy 
lifestyle. Year 6 pupils enjoy a week of 
adventurous activities with PGL each 
summer and all pupils in Year 5 and 
6 are encouraged to undertake Safe 
Cycling training. 

All pupils are allocated to one of the 
four school house teams and our 
annual sports days are opportunities 
for them to enjoy a wide range of 
competitive sporting activities, 
supported by parents and friends of 
the school.

At our school we encourage all pupils 
to enjoy and participate in curricular 
and extra-curricular sport, and good 
sportsmanship is both encouraged 
and celebrated at all times.

... good sportsmanship  
is both encouraged and 
celebrated at all times The arts are an important part of our 

school curriculum and our pupils 
enjoy a wide range of activities and 
experiences during and outside lesson 
time. Music lessons cover the playing 
of instruments and performance skills, 
composition and music appreciation. 

Additionally over 100 children 
benefit from peripatetic music 
tuition: instruments available include 
piano, guitar, brass, woodwind 
and percussion. The school choir 
rehearses each week and performs 
regularly both in school and in the 
local community. Pupils also take part 
in concerts with other schools, both 
locally and at national venues such as 
the Royal Albert Hall.

Drama is taught through the English 
curriculum and is used as a tool to 
support learning in many subjects. 
School productions are an opportunity 
for all children in Key Stage 2 to 
perform for a large audience.

Visiting theatre groups, musicians 
and authors and arts weeks enrich the 
educational experience of all of our 
pupils, as do visits to museum and  
art galleries.

The Arts

Enjoy

Encourage
... visiting theatre groups, musicians 
and authors and arts weeks  
enrich the educational experince of 
all of our pupils



Flourish
Pastoral Care

We believe that children learn most 
successfully when they are able 
to focus in a safe and supportive 
environment. The emotional wellbeing 
of each child is of the utmost 
importance and is actively nurtured 
and developed by all members of the 
school community. Class teachers 
assume primary responsibility for 
pupils, but children, parents and staff 
may liaise with senior staff and the 
Headteacher if further advice or help  
is needed.

Our pupils are expected to be polite 
and well-mannered at all times:  
indeed they are often complimented 
on their behaviour by visitors to the 
school or when on school visits. 
Caring and generous relationships 
based on mutual respect between 
all children, staff and parents and 
underpinned by our Christian ethos, 
lead to an overwhelmingly positive 
learning environment where children 
can flourish.

Developing and  
Nurturing each Child

... we believe that children 
learn most successfully 
when they are able to 
focus in a safe and 
supportive environment

Enrich

A wide range of extra-curricular 
activities is provided for all pupils in 
our school. Sporting activities include  
multi-sports, football and tennis 
training, netball and football squad 
training, gymnastics, chess and  
table-tennis clubs and athletics 
training in the summer term. 

A wide range of instrumental tuition is 
available to our pupils and there are 
approximately 80 pupils in our school 
choir. Additionally there are other 
opportunities such as a science club 
an ICT animation club, and cookery 
clubs. Older pupils take part in  
Mini-Enterprise challenges, ‘thinking 
skills’ and general knowledge 
competitions each year, competing 
against children from other schools 
in both the state and independent 
sectors.

Extra Curricular Year 6 pupils also attend National 
Institution Christmas lectures. Other 
extra-curricular events such as golf 
and skipping days add to the rich diet 
available to our pupils. 

Our School Council is elected each 
September. It comprises children 
from Year 2 to Year 6 and plays 
an important role in the continual 
development of a variety of aspects of 
school life. 

... many former pupils have 
moved on to secondary 
schools with a passion for 
music, sport or art which 
developed through an 
enriching extra curricular 
programme

Special Educational Needs

Each child in our school is entitled to 
the very best educational experience. 
We recognise that each child has his 
or her own strengths and weaknesses 
and that some children require extra 
provision in order to develop their 
potential. Work in classrooms is 
carefully differentiated across the 
curriculum to ensure that there is 
appropriate support and challenge at 
either end of the ability spectrum.  

Our SEN programme aims to ensure 
that the individual needs of these 
children are fully met through our 
own provision and where appropriate, 
through liaison with outside agencies. 
Our large team of teaching assistants 
is led by our Special Education Needs 
Coordinator. They work closely with 
class teachers and liaise with parents 
to ensure that pupils with particular 
needs are supported throughout their 
time at our school.



We believe that education is a 
partnership between home and the 
school and parents are encouraged to 
play a full and active part in each 
child’s education. The school’s ‘Open 
Door’ policy means that parents and 
carers are always welcome to arrange 
a discussion about any aspect of their 
child’s education.

Meetings are held in school throughout 
the year to inform parents about 
various aspects of their children’s 
education. All parents also receive a 
half-termly letter giving details about 
their child’s curriculum, and how  
this can be supported and extended  
at home. 

The Home-School  
Partnership

Twice yearly ‘Parents’ Evenings’ are an 
opportunity for private consultations 
with the class teacher, and a written 
report about each child and his/her 
progress is issued at the end of each 
academic year. 

All parents and carers are invited into 
school during the year to celebrate 
different aspects of school life as part 
of our community. These opportunities 
include harvest celebrations, carol 
services, musical concerts, and 
performances or activities arranged by 
individual year groups to celebrate 
children’s learning. 

we believe that education  
is a partnership between 
home and the school ...

Celebrate


