
 

  Curriculum overview: Science 

 

 

 

 

Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

EYFS Communication and Language: Pupils ask questions to find out more and to check what has been said to them. They use talk to help work out 
problems and organise thinking and activities, and to explain how things work and why they might happen.  
Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Pupils know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing: 
- regular physical activity - healthy eating - toothbrushing - sensible amounts of ‘screen time’ - having a good sleep routine - being a safe 
pedestrian  
Understanding the World:  Pupils explore the natural world around them. They describe what they see, hear and feel while they are outside 
and recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. They understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural 
world around them.  
ELG: Communication and Language Listening, Attention and Understanding:  Pupils make comments about what they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their understanding.  
ELG: Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Managing Self:  Pupils understand the importance of healthy food choices.  
ELG: Understanding the World, The Natural World:  Pupils explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures 
of animals and plants. They know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. Pupils understand some important processes and changes in the natural world 
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter. 
 

Year 1 Toys – Forces  
Pupils will learn 
about how familiar 
objects move and the 
basics of how forces 
work.  
 
 

Animals 
Pupils will learn names 
and some 
characteristics of a 
variety of common 
animals.  

Humans 
Pupils will learn the 
names of basic parts 
of the body and how 
humans change as 
they grow.  

Materials 
Pupils will name a 
variety of everyday 
materials and 
investigate their 
similarities and 
differences. 

Plants 
Pupils will learn to 
identify and name a 
variety of garden 
plants and trees. 
They will learn the 
basics of parts of a 
plant and tree.  

Seasonal Change 
Pupils will learn the 
names of the 
different seasons 
and associated 
weather.  

Year 2 Animals including 
humans 
Pupils will discover 
how baby animals 
change as they grow 
up and what animals 
need to survive.  

Use of everyday 
materials 
Pupils will explore a 
range of common 
materials and their 
uses, understanding 
why some materials 

Electricity 
Pupils will identify 
everyday appliances 
that use electricity and 
build a simple circuit. 

Growing Plants 
Pupils will observe 
and describe how 
seeds and bulbs grow 
and sort seeds 
according to a set 
criteria.  

Living things and 
their habitats 
Pupils will identify if 
something is living, 
dead or never been 
alive and understand 
that characteristics of 

Sound  
Pupils will learn how 
sound travels and 
demonstrate how 
sounds are made in 
different 
instruments.  



 
 

are chosen for a 
purpose. 
  

different habitats.  
 
 

Year 3 Forces and 
magnets 
Pupils will extend 
their knowledge of 
forces and 
understand where 
and how different 
forces are used.  

Forces and magnets 
Pupils will discover 
information about the 
two poles of a magnet 
and how magnetic 
forces can act.   

Animals including 
humans 
Pupils will extend their 
knowledge on humans 
learning about 
nutrition and the 
skeleton.  

Plants 
Pupils will learn the 
structure and lifecycle 
of a plant and how 
water is transported.  

Rocks 
Pupils will learn the 
features of rocks and 
their purpose. They 
will test rocks and 
discover how fossils 
are made.  
 

Light 
Pupils will learn how 
light travels to the 
eye and travels in 
straight lines. They 
will discover how the 
length of shadows 
change.  

Year 4 States of matter 
Pupils will learn 
about different states 
of matter and their 
properties.  

Electricity 
Pupils will extend their 
knowledge of 
electricity and learn 
how electricity travels. 
They will build circuits 
with multiple 
components.  

Sound 
Pupils will extend their 
knowledge on sound 
and learn how we hear 
and measure it.  

Animals including 
humans 
Pupils will learn about 
the different types of 
teeth in humans and 
their functions. They 
will also become 
familiar with the 
human digestive 
system and compare 
diets in animals.  

Animal including 
humans- food 
chains 
Pupils will learn to 
construct and 
interpret a variety of 
food chains, 
identifying producers, 
predators and prey.  

Living things and 
their habitats 
Pupils will learn 
characteristics of 
living things using 
classification keys 
and consider how 
changes in the 
environment impacts 
animals. 

Year 5 Earth and space 
Pupils will learn to 
identify the earth’s 
orbit, explain day and 
night and the order of 
the planets.  

Forces 
Pupils will further their 
knowledge by 
understanding the 
concept of gravity, 
how it is measured 
and the advantages 
and disadvantages of 
other forces.  

Properties and 
changes in materials 
(1) 
Pupils will extend their 
knowledge of 
materials, 
investigating their 
purpose and use. 
They will classify 
materials according to 
their solubility.  

Properties and 
changes in materials 
(2) 
Pupils will learn about 
reversible and non-
reversible reactions 
and how to separate a 
mixture.  
 
 

 

Living things and 
their habitats – Life 
Cycles 
Pupils will learn 
about plant 
reproduction, the 
reproductive parts of 
a flowering plant and 
the differences in 
vertebrate life cycles.  

Animals including 
humans  - Life 
Cycles (puberty) 
Pupils will learn the 
stages of the human 
life cycle and the 
features of each 
stage.  

Year 6 Light  
Pupils will extend 
their knowledge on 
light where they will 
learn about how light 
reflects and how 
humans see colour. 

Animals including 
humans  
Pupils will extend their 
knowledge and learn 
about the composition 
of blood and the 
structure and function 
of the circulatory 

Electricity  
Pupils will extend their 
knowledge and learn 
how different 
components function 
and how to construct a 
series of circuits.  

Classification of 
Living things  
Pupils will learn how 
animal and plant 
kingdoms are 
classified and to 
distinguish between 
different organisms.  

Evolution and 
Inheritance 
Pupils will learn the 
scientific concept of 
inheritance, breeding 
and adaptation. They 
will consider variation 
and the differences 

Evolution and 
Inheritance 
Pupils will learn the 
evolution theories 
from key scientists. 

 
 
 



system.   between an inherited 
and acquired trait.  
  

  

       


