
The Gerrards Cross CE School 

SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS and DISABILITIES ANNUAL REPORT 2019-2020 

Our pupils enjoy a stimulating and varied curriculum, supported by a wide range of enrichment 
activities and extra-curricular opportunities. The uniqueness of each child is celebrated, and each 
individual is nurtured through the partnership of children, parents, staff and governors.  

Our school is dedicated to providing a place of effective learning and teaching in order that each 
child may pursue success in the classroom, on the sports field and in every other area of school 
life.  Above all, we aim to provide a secure, caring and well-ordered community where there is an 
excitement and pleasure in learning, and each child is able to grow and flourish.  

We are committed to the provision of special educational needs support across the curriculum.  It 
is not a peripheral activity but part of the mainstream curriculum delivered to all pupils and the 
responsibility of all teachers. 

Identification and assessment  

The progress of all children within the school is carefully tracked, enabling us to quickly highlight 
any pupils who make insufficient or less than expected progress. The identification of children with 
SEND takes account of the observations and views of staff, formal and informal observations, 
parental concerns and the opinions of medical specialists.  

The SENDCo and class teacher meet to discuss concerns and plan any necessary interventions. 
Parents and carers are always informed, and invited to meeting as part of the planning process. 
Children identified as having SEND access additional provision which is mapped and evaluated 
regularly by the class teacher, SENDCo and other relevant staff.  

The effectiveness of interventions is evaluated half-termly and progress is reviewed with school 
staff, parents and where appropriate, outside agencies. 

In September 2019 the SENDCo, HLTA and Lead Language Support Assistant received training 
from the LEA to screen all EYFS children and a number of individual children in Key Stage One 
and Two for receptive language skill difficulties. Following the results of these assessments 
parents were contacted and individual and small group interventions were put in place. The school 
purchased materials designed to ensure effective delivery of these sessions. The SENDCo, HLTA 
and support assistant liaise regularly with an experienced Speech and Language Therapist who 
works with a number of children in school each week to ensure effective programmes are in place. 
The school will be screening all new EYFS children and those previously receiving interventions 
are supported with the development of their speech and language skills. 

Additional Support due to COVID-19  

Due to the disruption to schooling caused by the COVID-19 this academic year, the school 
ensured that additional assessments and resourcing was available to children who were 
particularly affected by extended absence from school. Children who were deemed to be 
particularly vulnerable were invited to attend school during the lockdown period along with the 
children in priority groups. The Higher Level Teaching Assistant was in school every day during 
this period and monitored the need for any additional emotional support that was necessary. The 
SENDCo and HLTA made regular telephone and email contact to the parents of children 
accessing home schooling who were identified as needing additional support. 



On returning to school at the beginning of the Autumn Term 2020, all children will be assessed in 
maths, reading accuracy, reading comprehension and spelling. The results of these assessments 
will be evaluated and used to identify children who demonstrate a lack of progress in these areas 
by class teachers and the SEN department. Interventions will be planned and resources provided 
to class teachers and Learning Support Assistants to ensure that gaps in understanding and 
knowledge are addressed through small group and individual teaching. There will be additional 
contact and support for the parents of these children to ensure that they can access resources and 
materials to enhance the learning at home where appropriate. 

The school is aware that there may be a number of children who have been adversely emotionally 
affected by the situation over the past academic year. Our HLTA is a trained ELSA (Emotional 
Literacy Support Assistant) and will work with groups and individual children to ensure emotional 
and mental health support is available for children who have been identified as needing this by 
school staff and parents. The school employs a Dramatherapist to work in school with individual 
children one day per week. The SEN department will liaise with her to ensure that they seek 
advice for the most vulnerable children and their families so that they are able to access the most 
appropriate interventions and outside agency support. 

Teaching  

Our children follow a curriculum which aims to engage, challenge and inspire. Careful 
differentiation of teaching and resources ensure that it is tailored to meet the needs of all children 
including those with SEND. Additionally the learning environment, and different teaching styles 
and activities are used to ensure that all children are able to access teaching and the curriculum.  

Some children have specific and individualized needs for which they require a higher level of 
differentiation: in these instances structured small groups and individual interventions are 
introduced. The impact of these interventions is continuously monitored and progress made by the 
children is carefully tracked. 

Interventions are used to support academic achievement as well as personal and social 
development. A particularly high level of importance is placed on pastoral support for all children 
including those with SEND. 

Facilities 

The school site is suitable for children with disabilities. Specialist equipment is accessed as 
necessary through liaison with specialist teaching services and outside agencies. The advice of 
specialist teachers is always sought before a child with a disability starts school. 

Staff training 

The school’s Continuing Professional Development Coordinator works closely with the Senior 
Leadership Team to ensure that appropriate training and support is provided for staff in order to 
effectively support the needs of all children within the school. The SENDCo is also closely involved 
when planning the provision of training in relation to children with SEND. High quality advice and 
training from a range of specialists is accessed as and when necessary in order to ensure the 
correct provision for children with SEND. 

Consultation and communication 

Parents and carers are kept informed from initial stages of any concern or intervention, through 
meeting with the class teacher and SENDCo, when appropriate. Targets are set and reviewed and 
regular meetings between class teacher, parents, SENDCo and senior members of staff ensure 
that children are fully supported and individual needs are met. Where appropriate children are 



involved in their target setting and review their progress and learning as part of the process. Plans, 
provision maps and reports from outside agencies are always shared with parents as part of an 
ongoing dialogue about a child’s progress.  

Partnerships 

Following identification of need appropriate support services are engaged to meet the needs of 
pupils and their families. The school has strong links with a number of outside agencies and 
parents benefit from the experience and knowledge of the SENDCo and other members of staff. 

Transfer between educational settings 

Meetings for teachers, children and parents are arranged between educational settings as 
appropriate to ensure smooth transition.  This may include meetings with The Oaks PRU and 
other special schools. 

EYFS teachers and SENDCo liaise with Early Years settings, with additional meetings often 
arranged to ensure children with SEND transfer successfully and the correct provision is made 
from their point of entry. Year 6 teachers liaise with staff of local schools and all available SEND 
paperwork is transferred with the pupil. Enhanced transfer between settings and Key Stages and 
settings is always in place when appropriate. 

Casual admissions to our school are supported through the use of a ‘Passport’  which ensures that 
children receive pastoral support and that any additional needs are quickly identified. 

Contact details 

Headteacher  Mrs Nicola Flower 
SENDCo  Mrs Jackie Kempson 
SEN Governor Mrs Liz Lee 
Email   office@gerrardscross.bucks.sch.uk 

The school’s SEND, Accessibility and Equalities Policies can be found on our school website – 
www.gerrardscross.bucks.sch.uk 
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