
The Gerrards Cross CE School 

REMOTE LEARNING POLICY 

‘Every Child Flourishing’ 

Aims: 

Remote learning is provided for children who are not able to attend school for an extended period 
of time for reasons of health, personal circumstance discussed and agreed with the Headteacher 
or due to a national pandemic situation. Our remote learning provision aims to ensure that: 

• Pupils who are isolating but in good health can begin remote education immediately. 

• Pupils across the school benefit from a well-planned and sequenced curriculum so that 
knowledge and skills are built incrementally, with clarity about what is intended to be taught 
and practised in each subject each day 

• Lessons and activities are set so that pupils have meaningful and ambitious work each day 
in a number of different subjects 

• Lessons include provision of frequent, clear explanations of new content, delivered in a 
variety of ways 

• Teachers are able to gauge how well pupils are progressing through the curriculum, using 
tasks and work which is regularly submitted for feedback 

• Teachers are able to adjust the pace or difficulty of what is being taught in response to work 
submitted and contact with pupils 

• Teachers plan a programme that is of equivalent length to the core teaching pupils would 
receive in school 

It should be noted that pupils who are absent from school for reasons of ill health should not be 
expected to work.  

Remote Learning Platform: Google Classroom 

In most situations, our remote learning provision is communicated and managed via Google 
Classroom. The school creates secure logins for each individual pupil and uses this platform to set 
work, communicate with pupils and give feedback on specific tasks. The school also uses the Oak 
National Academy online curriculum to provide learning for pupils in specific circumstances, or in 
the early hours of an individual’s isolation period. In these instances parents and carers are asked 
to follow the links: https://www.thenational.academy/pupils/schedule/specific year group in order to 
access appropriate work for their child. 

The Google Classroom stream is used for general communications between teachers, pupils and 
parents/carers during period of group/school closure; these may be via a short paragraph or video 
recorded message. 

Google Chat and Google Meet are also used as appropriate to answer queries, contact pupils and 
support learning. 



Google Classroom is also used to communicate homework tasks and some pupil reminders during 
normal school operation. This ensures that pupils and their parents/carers are thoroughly familiar 
with the platform if it needs to be used at short notice. 

Remote learning content 

On Day 1 of ‘bubble’ isolation or school closure, an initial temporary curriculum will be uploaded to 
Google Classroom. From Day 2 a specifically planned curriculum will commence, ensuring 
continuity from the curriculum being taught in school. 

The school will make a specific diet of lessons available to pupils, depending on the situation. 
Lessons will be created and taught using a variety of different approaches, including live teaching, 
pre-recorded teaching and instructional messages, online resources and printables. Lessons will 
include daily English, maths and phonics lessons, and a weekly plan for ‘Foundation Five’ lessons. 
Individual reading, reading comprehension and spellings also continue. Applications usually used 
to provide homework (eg TTRockstars, MyMaths) will continue to be used as part of Remote 
Learning provision. See section on Remote Learning ‘Tiers’ for further information.  

In addition to live teaching, teachers will use material from a variety of sources in order to provide 
engaging and motivating learning experiences which enable pupils to continue to develop skills 
and knowledge. These will include Oak NA lessons, YouTube clips and may include other 
resources such as voiced PPT presentations. Material, including Oak NA and White Rose Maths 
which includes voiced teaching is prioritised as it is likely to enhance the effectiveness of teaching 
and learning. Teachers must ensure that any material used is legally compliant.  

Collective Worship 

During full school closure or closure to one or more year group bubbles, a pre-recorded weekly 
‘Pause for Thought’ will be made available to children and families via Google Classroom. Where 
possible the school will recommend other resources for use at home including an assembly 
recorded by St James Church. 

Enrichment 

During a period of full school closure, the school will seek to communicate links to any websites, 
activities or competitions which might be of interest to families. Twitter will be used to celebrate 
any extra-curricular successes, to encourage activity and individual motivation. 

Access to technology 

The school’s remote learning provision relies on pupils’ access to the internet. If families have 
limited access to technology parents and carers are asked to contact the school. We support 
individual families in the most appropriate way to ensure their children can access their remote 
curriculum. This may include the loan of equipment, or provision of photocopied packs of work if a 
specific request is made due to home circumstances. 

Timelines 

The school has clear timelines for uploading and revealing of work by teachers, and the submitting 
of any pupil tasks for feedback and receipt of that feedback from teachers. Timelines are made 
clear to parents, according to the situation. If a child is not in school, parents and carers may, from 
time to time, email the teacher or send a message via Google Chat regarding an activity or aspect 



of their child’s curriculum. Teachers will reply to any parent communications as soon as possible. 
Teachers are only expected to communicate directly with parents during working hours (9am-5pm 
weekdays during term time). 

The role of teachers 

Teachers will work in their year group teams to plan, set and mark pupils’ work completed 
remotely, in line with their normal working commitments and timetable. Specific details of work and 
timelines can be found in the Appendix documents. Feedback should be encouraging but 
developmental in nature, taking into account that home circumstances may be challenging, 
parental support may be limited due to work commitments, and the child may be struggling 
academically or emotionally while not attending school. It is important that teachers’ high 
expectations of children’s work are balanced with an understanding of the challenges of learning 
at home.Teachers will communicate with children in classes, groups or individually in line with the 
situation using Google Classroom, Zoom or individual phone calls. Real time contact with pupils 
will be in line with the school agreement during specific times of school or ‘bubble’ absence. 

Pupil wellbeing 

Any teacher who has concerns about a child will liaise with their Assistant Head or another 
member of SLT. The school’s ELSA must be informed if there are concerns for a child’s emotional 
wellbeing during a period of absence from school. Any safeguarding concerns must immediately 
be reported to the Headteacher (DSL) or Deputy Headteacher (DDSL) either in person or by 
phone. 

The school website will recommend resources which support pupils’ emotional wellbeing. These 
will also be recommended to parents in newsletters during period of school closure. 

Tiers of provision  

A summary of provision can be found on our website under ‘Remote Learning Summary.’ This may 
be altered slightly depending on specific situations and the availability of staff at any time, but 
changes will always be communicated to parents and carers. 
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