
 

                                     

                                  Curriculum overview:  Music 

 

                              

 Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

EYFS Communication and Language: Pupils listen carefully to and learn poems, rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.  
Expressive Arts and Design: Pupils explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects including music and dance to express their ideas and 
feelings. They listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.  They sing in a group or on their own, 
increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. Pupils explore and engage in music making. 
 

Year 1 Pulse and rhythm 
Pupils learn to 
identify the difference 
between the pulse 
and rhythm of a song 
and consolidate their 
understanding of 
these concepts 
through listening and 
performing activities. 

Classical music, 
dynamics                     
and tempo  
Pupils use their bodies 
and instruments to 
listen and respond to 
pieces of classical 
music that represent 
animals. 

Musical vocabulary 
Journey into the 
unknown and explore 
under the sea through 
music, movement, 
chanting and the 
playing of tuned 
percussion 
instruments. 

Timbre and rhythmic 
patterns 
Through fairy tales, 
pupils are introduced 
to the concept of 
timbre; learning that 
different sounds can 
represent characters 
and key moments in a 
story. 

Pitch and tempo 
Learning how to 
identify high and low 
notes and to 
compose a simple 
tune, Pupils 
investigate how 
tempo changes help 
tell a story and make 
music more exciting. 

Vocal and body 
sounds 
Pupils make links 
between music, 
sounds and 
environments and 
use percussion, 
vocal and body 
sounds to represent 
calm or stormy seas. 

Year 2 African call and 
response song 
Learning a traditional 
African call and 
response song and to 
recognise simple 
notation. Composing 
animal-based call and 
response rhythms. 

Musical me! 
Pupils learn to sing the 
song ‘Once a Man Fell 
in a Well’ and to play it 
using tuned 
percussion. Using 
letter notation to write 
a melody. 

British songs and 
sounds 
Creating sounds to 
represent three 
contrasting 
landscapes: seaside, 
countryside and city. 

Myths and legends 
Developing 
understanding of 
musical language and 
how timbre, dynamics 
and tempo affect the 
mood of a song. 

Orchestral 
instruments 
Pupils are introduced 
to the instruments of 
the orchestra and 
practice identifying 
these within a piece 
of music. 

Dynamics, timbre, 
tempo and motifs 
Developing 
knowledge and 
understanding of 
dynamics, timbre, 
tempo and 
instruments. 
Learning to compose 
and play motifs. 

                                               

 

 

 

                      



Year 3 Creating 
compositions in 
response to an 
animation 
Listening to music 
and considering the 
narrative it could 
represent. Paying 
close attention to the 
dynamics, pitch and 
tempo and how they 
change. 

Ballads 
Pupils learn what 
ballads are, how to 
identify their features 
and how to convey 
different emotions 
when performing them. 

Pentatonic melodies 
Revising key musical 
terminology, playing 
and creating 
pentatonic melodies, 
composing a piece of 
music using layered 
melodies. 

Developing singing 
technique 
Pupils develop their 
singing technique. 
Learning to keep in 
time and work on 
musical notation and 
rhythm, the unit 
finishes with a group 
performance of a song 
with actions. 

Jazz 

 Learning about 
ragtime style music, 
Dixieland music and 
scat singing. Pupils 
create a jazz motif 
using a swung 
rhythm. 

Traditional 
instruments and 
improvisation 
Pupils listen to a 
range of rag and tal 
music, identifying 
traditional 
instruments as well 
as creating their own 
improvisations and 
performing as a 
class. 

Year 4 Whole class practical musicianship 
Linked with other aspects of their curriculum, Year 4 pupils benefit from a year of specialist teaching in African drumming. 
They learn drumming skills and techniques, and develop their musical skills, vocabulary and understanding through high quality specialist 
provision. 
Pupils learn to sing African songs, accompany with complex polyrhythms and compose and perform their own rhythmic pieces. They learn to read 
and notate rhythm patterns and about different traditions of African drumming. 
At the end of the year pupils perform to the school and to parents and carers, demonstrating their accuracy, fluency, control, ability to listen and 
concentrate, play in time with others and following a leader, and their confidence in their skills. 

Year 5 Dynamics, pitch and 
texture 
Appraising the work 
of Mendelssohn and 
further developing the 
skills of improvisation 
and composition. 

Looping and 
remixing 

In this engaging topic, 
pupils learn about how 
dance music is 
created, focusing 
particularly on the use 
of loops. 

Blues 
Pupils are introduced 
to this famous genre of 
music and its history, 
and learn to identify 
the key features and 
mood of Blues music 
and its importance and 

purpose. 

Composition to 
represent the festival 
of colour 
Pupils explore the 
associations between 
music, sounds and 
colour, building up to 
composing and 
performing their own 
musical composition to 
represent Holi. 

Film 
Exploring and 
identifying the 
characteristics of film 
music. Creating a 
composition and 
graphic score to 
perform alongside a 
film. 

Musical theatre 
Pupils are introduced 
to musical theatre, 
learning how singing, 
acting and dancing 
can be combined to 
give an overall 
performance. 

Year 6 Whole class practical musicianship 
Linked with other aspects of their curriculum, Year 4 pupils benefit from a year of specialist teaching in ukulele. 
They learn strumming skills and techniques and a variety of chords, and develop their musical skills, vocabulary and understanding through high 
quality specialist provision. 
Pupils learn to sing a range songs, accompany with different chords and strummed rhythms and compose and perform their own rhythmic pieces. 
They learn to read ukulele chords and strumming patterns  as well as learning about chords and how the chord progressions work (C/G/F= 1/5/4 
chord pattern and then transpose). They also learn about the history of the ukulele music from classical through to the modern day. 
At the end of the year pupils perform to the school, demonstrating their accuracy, fluency, control, ability to listen and concentrate, sing and play in 
time with others and following a leader, and their confidence in their skills. 

  

            


