
 

 

THE GERRARDS CROSS CE SCHOOL 

 
HOMEWORK POLICY 
 

‘Our school seeks to provide an engaging, challenging and inspiring education in an environment where 
every individual is valued, nurtured and celebrated. With a firm foundation of Christian values, we share a 

vision of excellence which enriches today and equips for tomorrow.’ 

 
We believe that carefully designed, appropriate homework can have a significant effect on children’s 
learning. 
 
It is particularly beneficial when children are encouraged and supported by the active involvement of 
parents and when there is good communication between home and school.  Active involvement includes 
discussion of the homework task and help with research tasks.  Parents should avoid physically completing 
work for their child. 
 
Homework is designed for a variety of purposes these include helping children: 
 

 To develop independent study skills 

 To practise skills learned in the classroom 

 To extend the breadth and depth of learning begun in the class lesson 

 To develop self-discipline and perseverance 

 To use sources of information and materials not available in the classroom 

 To involve parents in their learning. 
 
Homework allows classwork to concentrate on those activities requiring the teacher’s presence. 
 
Homework is varied according to the age, ability and needs of the children.  It should be related to the 
curriculum and should not be regarded as a punishment but as a means of supporting children’s 
educational progress. 
 
If parents find that their child is experiencing difficulty with homework they should contact the teacher who 
has set the homework task.  A guide to the length of time each child is expected to spend on homework is 
given below.  If parents find that their child takes longer than expected, please contact the teacher. 
 
Reception 
 
Children are encouraged to read to and with parents – not just reading scheme books but a range of picture 
and storybooks.  This should be for no more than ten minutes at a time and should take place almost every 
day.  It should be an enjoyable time for both parent and child. 
 
Year 1 
 
Children will continue to read to and with parents each day for ten minutes.  Each week the children are 
given a set of words which they learn to spell: spelling patterns complement phonics and spelling work in 
the classroom. 
 
Year 2 
 
Children will continue to read each day to and with parents.    Each week the children are tested on a set of 
up to 15 spellings which they have been given to learn. The children will also be asked to undertake a piece 
of English or maths that should take them approximately half an hour.  This may include a piece of 
sustained writing which should be completed within 30 minutes, possibly in two, fifteen-minute sessions. 
 
Year 3 
 



By Year 3 some children will be moving on from reading schemes and should be encouraged to read a 
wide range of literature from home, school and the library.  They should be reading for fifteen to twenty 
minutes every day.  The children need to read to parents regularly and to talk about their books.  They will 
continue to learn spellings and may also be asked to learn their multiplication tables.  They will receive a 
similar amount of sustained writing homework as in Year 2 and also approximately twenty minutes of 
mathematics homework. 
 
Year 4 
 
In addition to the homework set for Year 3, children will be encouraged to find information about their wider 
curriculum work from the local library and from home.  Private study and extension work will be encouraged 
as appropriate to the topics being studied in class and to the child.  Parents will be given guidance by the 
teacher as to his or her expectations. Mathematics homework will now take approximately thirty minutes 
each week. 
 
Year 5 
 
In Year 5, homework becomes more formalised in preparation for secondary education.  Creative writing or 
comprehension work will be undertaken each week and will take approximately thirty minutes each week.  
Formalised mathematics homework will be set which should take no more than thirty minutes each week to 
complete.  The children will undertake project work and although a minimum time of forty-five minutes will 
be expected, many children will wish to extend this as they become more involved in their work.  Spellings 
will continue to be set as before and children will continue to be encouraged to read each day and to share 
their reading experiences with the family. 
 
Year 6 
 
In Year 6, the children will undertake the same tasks as Year 5 children.  Mathematics will take 
approximately forty-five minutes each week as will comprehension or creative writing.  In addition, children 
will be given some science that will take approximately half an hour. 
 
 
Equalities 
 
All pupils whatever their gender, ability, ethnicity or social circumstances will have access to homework and 
any resources needed in order to complete it successfully. Teachers are aware of and understand the 
effects of stereotyping will work actively to combat its negative effects in any aspect of homework. If a piece 
of homework requires the use of a computer or the internet, provision will be made for any children for 
whom these resources are not available at home. 
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