
 

Curriculum Overview: History 

 

 

 

 

Autumn A Autumn B Spring A Spring B Summer A Summer B 

EYFS Understanding the World: Pupils comment on images of familiar situations in the past; they compare and contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past.  
ELG: Understanding the World, Pat and Present: Pupils talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society and know some 
similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. They understand 
the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 
 

Year 1 Toys 
What can toys 
teach us? 
The history of toys in 
Britain. An 
investigation of how 
toys have changed 
over time. 

 

 

 

 

Significant People: 
Florence Nightingale  
The life and work of 
Florence Nightingale 
founder of modern  
British nursing and and 

the life and work of 
Mary Secole, a British 
Jamaican nurse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Significant place: 
Local History- The 
Gerrards Cross CE 
School 

Year 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Significant local 
event: The 
Gunpowder Plot 
Exploring the 
significance of bomfire 
night and the conflicts 
between protestants 
and catholics leading 
to Guy Fawkes’ arrest.  

Significant event and 
person 
Ernest Shackleton 
(ONE WEEK) 
A British Antarctic 
explorer who led three 
British expeditions to 
the Antarctic. A study 
of one of his 
expeditions from the 
Heroic Age of 
Antarctic Exploration.  

Significant Event: 
Great Fire Of London 
The Great Fire of 
London, one of the 
most well-known 
disasters in London's 
history. A study of the 
fire from its inception 
to the rebuilding of 
London after the 
devastation, including 
the significant people 
involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

Significant person: 
Neil Armstrong 
An American 
astronaut and 
aeronautical 
engineer and the 
first person to walk 
on the Moon. A 
study of the 
historical events of 
the first moon 
landing. 
 

Year 3 Ancient Egypt 
The achievements of 
the earliest 

 

 

 

Local History Study 
–GX 
A local history study, 

 

 

 

Stone Age to Iron 
Age 
Exploring the lives of 

 

 

 



civilisations - an 
overview of where 
and when they 
appeared and a 
depth study of 
Ancient Egypt. 

 

understanding the 
history and changes in 
Gerrards Cross over 
time to make it the 
place we know today. 

 

people in Ancient 
Britain and the 
impact of the Stone 
Age, Bronze Age and 
the Iron Age. 

 

Year 4 Roman Empire and 
its impact on 
Britain 
Introducing the 
Romans  
Understand how 
Rome was founded, 
its ruling system, the 
power of the Roman 
army and the 
invasion of Britain  

Roman Empire and 
its legacy on Britain 
To understand how 
the Romans controlled 
Britain, what life was 
like under their rule 
and to critique the 
legacy that they left 
behind.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ancient Greeks 
To understand the 
impact of the Ancient 
Greeks, Greek life 
and achievements 
and their influence on 
the western world. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

Anglo Saxons 
An exploration of the 
life in Anglo-Saxon 
times, looking at 
everyday life, the fall 
of the Western Roman 
Empire and the impact 
of Saxon settlers on 
Britain. 

Vikings 
An exploration of the 
Vikings and their 
impact on Britain, the 
Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to 
the time of Edward the 
Confessor. 

 
 
 

 

Mayans 
A study of the 
achievements of the 
earliest civilizations 
which includes:  
logosyllabic script, 
architecture, 
mathematics, 
calendar, and 
astronomical system. 

Year 6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black History 
A study of an aspect 
or theme in British 
history that extends 
pupils’ chronological  
knowledge beyond 
1066 
 

 

The Titanic 
A study of an aspect 
or theme in British 
history that extends 
pupils’ chronological  
knowledge beyond 
1066 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World War Two 
A significant turning 
point in British 
History. 
An in-depth study of 
the Battle of Britain.  
This will include a 
detailed look at 
events leading up to 
the battle and its 
significance within 
the wider context of 
World War II.   

 

 

 

 

 



 


