
The Gerrards Cross CE School 

BEHAVIOUR POLICY  

Annexe for use during COVID-19 pandemic 

 

‘Every Child Flourishing’ 

 

During the period covered by regulations due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we recognise that many 

strategies listed in the school’s Behaviour Policy (‘The Behaviour Policy’) are not appropriate. For 

example we are not able to send children to another classroom or member of staff for either praise 

or reprimand, and many of the usual sanctions cannot be applied due to restrictions on movement 

aimed at avoiding the spread of infection in school. At the same time, it is crucially important that 

all pupils adhere to strict rules and maintain a high standard of behaviour in order to keep the 

school both calm and orderly, and to ensure that they and others are safe from infection.  

The principles of the Behaviour Policy, including those relating to pupils with special educational 

needs and disability, remain relevant; as COVID-19 regulations change, members of staff will 

employ the appropriate and possible strategies to celebrate or manage the behaviour of pupils, 

and this policy annexe will be updated accordingly.  

A member of the Senior Leadership Team and/or the SENDCo will be available at all times during 

the school day to discuss the right approach to manage a situation or the behaviour of a particular 

child. 

Physical intervention and reasonable force 

The use of physical intervention and reasonable force is, in normal times, rare and wherever 

possible, it is avoided. This will continue to be the case, not least because of social distancing 

regulations. However, if a child is hurting him or herself or others the Behaviour Policy’s principles 

continue to be appropriate. 

Unacceptable behaviour and sanctions 

The school’s usual system of internal and external exclusions exists in order to change a repeated 

pattern of unacceptable behaviour. During the period covered by COVID-19 regulations, several of 

the sanctions are not possible. There are also additional health risks at this time which require 

sanctions if behavioural expectations are not adhered to. The following table therefore outlines the 

processes that will be in place during the period covered by COVID-19 regulations:  

Behaviour Sanction Communication / Action 

Continual talking during 

whole class teaching 

Pupil leaving their seat 

without asking permission 

Continual questioning of why 
pupil has been asked to do 

something 

Answering back to adults 
inappropriately 

A pupil will receive a verbal 
warning. Any repeated 
behaviour during the school 
day will be reported to 
parents. 

Playtime will be restricted 
to sitting outside rather than 
interacting with other 
pupils. 

 

Verbal communication with parents 

via phone call. 

 

 



Ignoring direct requests from 

adults 

Persistent disruption 

 

Arguing back 

 

On-going refusal to comply 
with requests from adults 

Deliberate bad behaviour 

If behaviour is repeated on 
subsequent days, the pupil 
will be given an external 

exclusion.  

Initially this will be for one 
day (or the remainder of the 
school day), but a repeated 
pattern will result in 
external exclusions of 2 
days or more. 

Parents will be informed via a 
phone call from a member of SLT 
and asked to collect the pupil 
immediately. Any discussion of the 
incident and next steps can only be 

via phone call. 

An Individual Behaviour Contract 
agreed with child, parent, class 
teacher and SENDCo. This will be 
discussed via a phone 
conversation with the SENDCo or 
classteacher as appropriate to the 

situation. 

Advice from the PRU. 

Record of behaviour leading to 
exclusion will be recorded on an 
Individual Behaviour Plan if 

appropriate. 

Chair of Governors and Bucks 
County Council informed of any 

external exclusion. 

Any deliberate behaviour 
which endangers health due 
COVID-19, for example: 
licking of objects or people, 
biting, spitting, deliberate 
refusal to abide by social 

distancing regulations 

The pupil will be given an 
external exclusion. Initially 
this will be for one day, but 
a repeated pattern will 
result in external exclusions 
of 2 days or more. 

 

Parents will be informed via a 
phone call from a member of SLT 
and asked to collect the pupil 
immediately. Any discussion of the 
incident and next steps can only be 
via phone call. 

Chair of Governors and Bucks 
County Council informed of any 

external exclusion. 

Deliberate physical 
aggression resulting in 
significant injury to another 
person, or repeated physical 
aggression towards children 
over a period of time. 

 

External exclusion – fixed 
term or permanent 

Parents will be informed via a 
phone call from a member of SLT 
and asked to collect the pupil 
immediately. Any discussion of the 
incident and next steps can only be 
via phone call. 

Chair of Governors and Bucks 
County Council informed of any 
external exclusion. 

 

Reviewed: To be reviewed as COVID-19 regulations change 

Agreed by Governing Body: 1 June 2020 


