
The Gerrards Cross CE School

ACCESSIBILITY POLICY

‘Every Child Flourishing’

The  Gerrards  Cross  CE  School  is  committed  to reducing  barriers  to  learning  and
assessment and improving the access to  inclusive education of  all  learners with  special
needs or disabilities. 
All  members of  the school  community  will  be treated with  dignity  and respect  and their
individual needs will be accounted for.

Improving the physical environment of schools for the  purpose of increasing the
extent to which disabled pupils and adults are able to take advantage of education
and associated services

The Gerrards  Cross CE School  will  constantly  seek to  review and improve its  physical
resources  to  make  it  more  fully  accessible  to  pupils  with  disabilities  and  ensure  that
sufficient  specialist  facilities  are  available  to  meet  the  needs  of  existing  and  potential
pupils.  

 The school buildings and grounds should  be designed to enable  all  members of the
school community to enter and access all aspects of school life to the best of their
ability.

 We will ensure that any new buildings planned will take full account of the needs of
pupils, employees, parents and visitors with disabilities. 

 The  design  will  enable  pupils  to  be  physically,  psychologically  and  emotionally
comfortable and feel safe and secure.

 We  will  ensure  good  levels  of  natural  light  with  natural  and  artificial  lighting,
controllable,  effective  and comfortable  heating and ventilation  systems that  can be
adjusted. 

 Good acoustic design will be ensured in all new buildings.
 Creative  use  of  colour  and  contrast  will  aid  wayfinding  for  those  with  visual

impairment, and provide stimulating or soothing environments.
 Adequate space will be allowed to promote flexible use and management of general

school areas with the provision of specialist facilities and support rooms, appropriate
storage for equipment and aids.

 Design will  take account of pupils'  physical growth and the increasing or reducing
levels of support that may be required.

 Adjustable furniture and suitable equipment will be available to enable full participation
in the curriculum.

 Specialist facilities, eg disabled toilet will be located so that pupils can access it from a
reasonable distance. 

 A full audit of the condition, suitability and sufficiency of existing school premises will
be undertaken to assess specific need. This will include professional assessment of
the disability access issues.  

 A  full  access  audit  of  existing  school  premises  will  be  undertaken  to  assess the
appropriateness of the school premises to improve access to inclusive education for
all learners with special needs or disabilities and employees, parents and visitors.

 We will seek appropriate advice when undertaking small refurbishment, 



adaptations or extension projects to make provision for disabled access and to plan
incrementally  to  improve  access  and  facilities  for  pupils,  employees,  parents  and
visitors.

 Funding will be targeted at providing appropriate facilities for those pupils already in
schools and those to be admitted in the current or following academic year.

When agreeing priorities for major adaptation and/or extensions the Governors will take the
following into account:

 The  necessity  of  having  fully  accessible  mainstream  schools  within  a  reasonable
travelling distance; this  will  include the provision of specialist  facilities for  particular
disabilities to meet identified need.

 The decisions of appeals committees and in cases of parental preference.

Increasing  the  extent  to  which  disabled  pupils  can  participate  in  the  school’s
curriculum

The  Gerrards  Cross  CE  School  will  ensure  that  resources  and  expertise  are  used
effectively  to  increase  the  skills  of  teachers  and  support  staff  in  providing  an  inclusive
curriculum for increasing numbers of pupils.

Strategies will include:

 Ensuring that there is a sufficient supply of qualified teachers and support staff to  offer
advice on including pupils with low incidence disabilities in maintained schools. 

 Direct support, intervention and advice from specialist services.
 Auditing training needs by a variety of methods including course evaluations, sampling,

questionnaires, and consultation with SENCOs and external agencies.

The dissemination of best practice in inclusion by:

 The use of expertise of teachers and support staff in SEN specialisms such as autism.
 Joint initiatives with other agencies working for and with young people with disabilities.
 Partnership with voluntary organisations and parent groups.

Improving the delivery of information for disabled pupils

The Gerrards Cross CE School will ensure that information normally provided in writing is
also available for disabled pupils in alternative and appropriate formats. We are also aware
that  some parents/carers  of  pupils  in  school  may themselves have a  disability  and  will
adopt the same principles in respect of the provision of information as necessary.

The information  will  take  account  of  pupils'  disabilities  and the  preferred  formats of  the
pupils  and  their  parents  and/or  carers  whenever  possible.  In  addition  we  will,  when
required, make written material available in alternative formats such as:

 Braille
 Large print
 Sign language
 In translation
 The use of ICT and communication systems



We will provide for children with  disabilities with additional needs through the provision of
support and advice from other educational establishments and external agencies. This will
be  done  through  the  provision  of  specialist  teachers  and  the  Educational  Psychology
Service for:

 Deaf and hearing impaired children and young people.
 Children and young people with visual Impairments.
 Children and young people with communication and interaction difficulties including

autism.
 Children and young people with physical difficulties.
 Children  and  young  people  with  Emotional,  Behavioural  and
Social Difficulties. 
 Children with learning difficulties.

This will be undertaken through direct visits to schools, planning and other meetings, the
provision of training and access to suppliers of high cost items, such as Braille machines,
embossers etc in order to produce information in alternative formats.
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