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You may have heard the Christmas blessing which talks of the joy of the shepherds as they made their way to the 
stable. This term’s edition of GX Voice celebrates the joy of many children in activities and achievements. One of my 
highlights has been the launch of Forest School – if you follow our Twitter feed (@GXSchool) you will be familiar 
with pictures of happy Year 3 children learning about themselves and the world around in their weekly forest 
adventure. Read on for news of many of our children’s highlights.

That same Christmas blessing ends by wishing us all the peace of the Christ-child. On behalf of the  
governors and staff, I wish all our families a Christmas filled in perfect balance with joy and peace.

Nicola Flower, Headteacher

Rocket Fun 
In October Year 5 had a Rocket day. With help from a team at Accenture Consulting, we 
made, learned about and launched plastic rockets high into the sky above bottom field.  
We had the equipment and we had to make our rocket as aerodynamic as possible. The  
leaders also helped us to get the length between the fins equal so it would not spin on 
launching. When we launched our rockets, we chose how much water to put in so 
that it had as much thrust as we wanted it to. Also we were able to choose the 
angle of launch. It was a fun day.

Saskia W and Riya K 5M

Forest School 
In Forest School, we do a whopping lot of fascinating 
work! It does get rather muddy but we wear waterproof 
clothes and wellies. Once, we were blindfolded and had 
to explore – we found VERY deep mud which we called 
quicksand. We have learnt how to make dens out of 
branches and leaves. One of my favourite days was when  
           we made hot chocolate and had marshmallows.

           Ben H 3M

Children in Need
On Children in Need day we raised money 
for the poor and those in need. We donated 
money so that we can help people who don’t 
have enough. It’s so important to do this. We 
have lots of things that we are thankful for so 
we should help others. After school we got to 
see Pudsey Bear and give him a big hug.  
Some of us bought Pudsey teddies and  
even got to take a picture with him!

Monty M and Lucy R 2M 

Tower Bridge
We visited Tower Bridge as part of 
our topic on bridges. We were able to 
see the old engine rooms that used to 
open the bridge and we learnt about 
the cargo carried along the Thames 
in the Victorian times. Our favourite 
story was about a man who saved a lot 
of lives when he decided to fly over 
the bridge on his bus when it started 
to open. We also loved the glass floor!

Henry L, Jonathan B 6H



My First 
Term at 
School

“ I like learning about what firefighters 
do.” Yasmin S

“ I enjoy playing in the digging area.”  
Zach H

“ I like doing travel tracker because I 
want to know how everyone came to 
school today.” Oliver B

“ I like the focus tasks and they always 
change.” Anaya K

“ I enjoy phonics.” Henry T

“ I have loved making new friends at my 
new school.” Liberty L 

“ I have enjoyed learning about different 
people and different places.” Mia C 

“ I have loved all of the different 
role play areas we have had in our 
classroom.” Sophie M 

“ I love playing in the construction area 
with my friends.” Adam G 

“ I have enjoyed having special visitors 
like the Police and the Firefighters.” 
Albie O 

Dog Agility
This term in DT we designed and made our 
very own dog agility courses and showed them 
to our parents. We researched them first by 
doing our own obstacle course outside. Then 
we drew our designs and made our models 
using things like old cereal boxes, kitchen roll 
tubes and straws. I liked my mummy coming 
in to look at my dog agility course. The seesaw 
was really hard because the sellotape  
wasn’t sticky enough! 

Flynn K, Isla B 1L

Image Theatre
In November, we went to the hall to 
see ‘A Christmas Carol’ presented 
by Image Theatre. We were 
fascinated by how much Scrooge 
changed through the performance, 
from a nasty, old man who just 
cared about money and wealth 
to a generous, caring person who is kind to all. We really enjoyed the 
discussion afterwards, with each table doing a different aspect of the play, and it made us 
realise how important it is to help those who are less fortunate than us.                                               

Jude F and Jessica F 4V                                                                          

Sphero magic!
Year 6 were lucky enough to trial Sphero robot balls. They are amazing programmable 
creatures that move very precisely. We had to program them to solve problems such as 
changing the colour, making them go in and out of cones in an obstacle course and writing  
a letter of the alphabet. It was fun and we were pleased we had the opportunity  
to try them out. We would love to have our own set of them in case

Izzy M, Ruby W 6B

Harvest 
thankfulness
At Harvest each year we focus on 
people who need help with the things 
we take for granted. We were thankful 
to have so many donations for our 
Harvest collection; they were sent to 
the Slough Foodbank (a local charity) 
for people who are struggling to afford 
everyday essentials. They asked for 
toiletries, tinned and packaged food 
and these were sent to people who 
really need them to survive. 

Harry W, Tom B 6B

BOWLES 2019 
In September, an excited Year 5 left by 
coach for Bowles. On the journey, we sat 
with our friends, to chat and play cards. 
I played Top Trumps with James. When 
we arrived the first thing we got to do 
was to make our beds and unpack. The 
activities were bush crafting, skiing, pool 
rafting, teamwork, rock climbing, solar 
system walk and camp fire. We really 
enjoyed the skiing. It was my favourite 
part of Bowles, it felt like I was flying.  
The other best part was staying  
up late. It was a sad moment for all  
of us when we had to leave.

 Zach B and Zain J 5M

Toys back in time!
In Year 1 we had a History of Toys 
day. We played with lots of different 
toys and even made some toys of our 
own. I made a spinning top, a balancing 
parrot and a zoetrope. 

Benjamin EF 1W

I liked being an archaeologist, we had 
to find some broken toys by digging in 
the dirt tray and then we put them in 
order from the oldest to the newest.

Henry B 1W

Our Gigantic 
Pumpkin
I won the pumpkin from the Temple 
of Bloom and I made pumpkin soup, 
pumpkin pie and pumpkin chutney 
(that was my Mum). I liked the 
pumpkin pie the best and my Dad ate 
every single slice. When I got back 
from school it was all gone except 
one slice and a couple of crumbs! I 
also carved the pumpkin and when 
anyone came they took a photo of the 
pumpkin. Dad gave some seeds to the 
neighbours and to the school, but he 
also kept some for himself. 

Avneet P 4O

British 
Museum
On Wednesday 20 
November, Year 3 
visited the British 
Museum. When we arrived, the first 
thing we did was go to see, and 
touch, a replica of the Rosetta Stone. 
We learnt that when a group of 
hieroglyphs are written with a circle 
around them, it means it is someone’s 
name. We explored the Egyptian 
galleries and saw bowls and plates 
made out of clay that were beautifully 
decorated. After lunch, we went to 
see the Mummies, they were quite 
scary! The more decorated a coffin or 
sarcophagus was, the more important 
the person inside was.

Olivia M 3M

Anti-Bullying 
Week 2019
In November, we all learned some 
important messages during anti-
bullying week. This year’s theme was 
that Change Starts With Us and our 
class did an assembly that week and 
talked about the things we can all do 
to respect each other and  
keep everybody happy. These  
included things such as being  
kind, smiling at each  
other and paying  
somebody a  
compliment.

Change starts here.  
Change starts now.  
Change starts with us.

Sadie M, Simran G 3A

Antarctica
This half term we have been learning about the Antarctic. We investigated all 
the animals that live there such as penguins and leopard seals and thought 
about how they survive. We read the story of Shackleton and were interested 
to find out about his adventure and how they survived such treacherous 
conditions. We were happy to learn that the crew got home safely. 

Theo B 2M, Archie C and Amaanat B 2B

Chocolate Sale
In DT this term we have been learning about chocolate. To finish 
our topic we made and sold chocolate as a class. Our group’s 
chocolate was called ‘Lip Lickers’, also known as ‘The Lodge’. It 
was really fun. The way we made it was we melted some chocolate 
and then added our other ingredients; we then put it all in moulds 
and refrigerated our chocolates. They were really yummy!

Olivia B and Jordan JW 4O

How  
to be a  
journalist
On Thursday 28th November Mrs 
Van Guens came to talk to us 
about her career in journalism. We 
looked at some of her articles from 
the beginning of her career to the 
present day. She explained how the 
editor controls the layout of the 
newspaper and also sometimes sends 
the journalist undercover to find out 
information to try and get the first 
“scoop” on a story. It is useful to 
be able to write quickly or to use 
shorthand. It was a very inspiring 
afternoon.

Anokhi B and Rex F 5P

NEWS



 PTA NEWS

Girls’ Football
In our school we have a great tradition of excellent girls’ 
football teams. This term we played in a district tournament 
which we were very proud to come second overall. We soon 
had a county match against several other schools and we came 
first, winning by 1 amazing goal from Alice. This means we are 
heading to the Regional Finals in March – another exciting year 
for this year’s girls’ team.

Mehrnaz H, Eliza C 6B

Boys’ Football
The Year 6 Boys’ football team have played one cup game, two 
tournaments and a district match this term. We won the cup 
game 9-0 which was a massive victory. In the tournaments, we 
played well and got through to the regionals but unfortunately, 
we got knocked out in the group stage! We’ll have lots more 
matches next term and look forward to doing our best and 
winning as many matches as we can.

Alex K, Alex M 6H

Wow! What an amazing start to this 
school year! We would like to begin by 
thanking all the parents and teachers for 
your support and encouragement during 
our first term as a newly formed PTA.

We hit the ground running with the first big 
event in October - the school quiz. As a joint 
effort between previous and present PTA 
teams - it was such a fun evening and raised 
just over £2,000! A big thank you to all of the 
parents who came to support this event and, of 
course, to Chris Sher and his family for cooking 
and serving delicious curry. I’m sure this helped 
keep our brains working as we moved through 
the question rounds! Children in Need was 
another successful fundraiser. The chance to 
meet Pudsey definitely made the children’s 
day and we managed to raise an impressive 
£917. Thank you for your loyal support to this 
nationwide fundraiser.

On the last day of November, we were blessed 
with a crisp, frosty winter morning for our 
Christmas Fair. Such a joyful, festive event with 
all the children’s favourites like the Secret 
present room, Santa’s grotto, beat the goalie and 
teddy tombola. This year we were able to take 
card payments for the first time and we trialled 
a few new stalls, selling fabulous cupcakes, 
festive fayre and seasonal toys and Hi-Vis 

equipment from the Active Travel team.

We even had a real carousel horse for auction 
and did I mention the Christmas trees?

A special thank you to the Helping Hands team. 
Without their many hands, an event like this 
would be nearly impossible. We are over the 
moon to announce we raised just over £5,000 
at the Fair this year.

The PTA will be putting on the KS1 Christmas 
party soon in school and we are very much 
looking forward to supporting this special 
afternoon for our children.

We have learnt so much already and have had a 
blast serving you all on our PTA team.

If anyone is interested in joining us on this 
adventure in the New Year, please let us know.

Merry Christmas to you all and have a very 
Happy New Year.

Your PTA chair, Jen Price
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