
Swimming Gala
On the 20th March, a team of boys and a team of girls 
competed in a swimming gala at Wycombe Abbey. We 
swam two races each, as well as two team relays. We all 
performed incredibly well – the boys coming first and going 
to the county finals and the girls coming third out of nine 
teams. Most impressively, our boys and girls teams combined came first overall.  
We had a great time and really enjoyed the experience. 

Isabelle Ayres 6B

HAPPY SHOES DAY
On Happy Shoes Day, everyone had the 
opportunity to wear their own shoes to 
school. We had to pay one pound which 
went to charity and when everyone was 
in class, we did a twirl register. I wore my 
favourite pink trainers 
with fake laces. I felt 
excited and happy to 
be wearing my own 
shoes to school. The 
playground looked 
really colourful!

Isabelle Saldanha 
2KM
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Few terms have such extremes of weather and so much shared excitement in learning. Our biennial ‘Sports and 
Science Week’ was jam-packed with inspiration and discovery; I doubt any of us will forget watching fantastic BMX 
tricks or hearing the inspiring story of Olympian Peter Bakare. Thanks to our sponsored event, we are expecting to 
have raised almost £4500 to spend on maintaining our swimming pool and other sporting resources. We are very 
grateful to everyone who sponsored the children’s fitness challenge.

As we reach the end of Spring Term 2019, I hope this record of the children’s highlights and 
successes is a happy reminder of the exciting times they have shared and enjoyed.

Nicola Flower, Headteacher

Prayer writing in the Willow Dome
This term, the Willow Dome was transformed into an 
area where we can go for peace and quiet. It is run at 
break times and lunch time by Value Ambassadors from 
Years 4 to 6. It is visited by many people from all over the 
school, but is especially used by KS1. There are cushions 
for comfort and it has become a comfortable, relaxing place 
to reflect. Whilst in the Willow Dome, you 
can choose to write a prayer. The prayers 
are then laminated and placed in the Prayer 
Garden for others to read. 

Cameron Noble 6B

Primary Maths 
Challenge
Some lucky Year 6 children got the 
chance of entering the Primary Maths 
Challenge. Everyone did extremely well, 
with most children scoring around 18, 
and the pass mark was 19. Oscar, Ikra 
and I scored enough to get into the 
bonus round where we represented the 
top 4% of the 67,000 pupils who took 
part. Oscar’s brilliant silver medal places 
him in the top 
1% nationally. 
We had a 
fantastic day. 

Izzy Rowland 
6B

Buckingham House
This term Year 5 have been visiting the residents of Buckingham 
House. We have been doing different activities with them such 
as drawing, painting and showing them the chicks. Everybody has 
enjoyed the experience. We shared news about school and told 
them all about sports science week. We enjoyed visiting them 
because it’s fun getting to know them and interesting to listen to 
their stories. One of the highlights was working with Janet aged 100!

Shaan Hayer , William Hitchin and Honey McNutt 5M



BMX & Basketball 
Sports Science Week started with an amazing assembly with 
Mike Mullen – a world champion BMX rider. He told us about 
how he became an expert followed by a trick display. He even 
jumped over 6 teachers! Years 5 & 6 were lucky enough to 
have workshops with him and learnt several tricks and stunts. 
Listening to Mike encouraged us to have a growth mindset  
and to never walk through the 
“I CAN’T” door.

Later in the week, we had a 
basketball ball coach teaching 
us skills and tricks. We learnt 
an easier way to shoot goals 
and fun ways of dribbling. 
It was a fun experience 
learning new skills on our 
bikes and with basketballs. 

John Ross Allen and 
Joani Samsonroy 5M

Flying 
Mice!
In Sports and 
Science Week 
we made rocket 
mice. We used 
an empty milk 
bottle to launch our mice rockets. We then investigated how 
we could change our mice to make them go higher. We found 
out that the mice with shorter tails and ears that were drawn 
on instead of stuck on went higher. This is because they were 
more streamlined. 

1W

Chemistry Fun
During Sports and Science Week, we enjoyed a Chemistry 
workshop with Mr Heath. We worked with different  
chemical powders and experimented to see what happened 
when they were mixed with water and put over a flame.  
We put the powders into test tubes and looked  
at how the powders changed colour when fixed  
and when heated – some of them hanged 
colour very quickly! Thank you Mr Heath 
for teaching us about Chemistry!

Daniel Butler and James Key 3A

Growing 
vegetables 
‘ We planted carrot tops. We cut half of 
the carrot off and put it into a cup with 
water in it to make it grow.’  
Saanvi Joshi

‘ We have planted some seeds and keep 
watering them to make them grow.’  
Evie Lugard 

‘ Our beanstalks have grown some leaves 
now and produce oxygen for us to 
breathe.’  
Jemma Bell 

‘ When you eat apples you can see some 
seeds and if you put them in the ground 
they can grow into apple trees and then 
apples that you can pick.’  
Flynn Kilgour

Orienteering 
One of our favourite activities in Sport 
Science Week was orienteering. This is 
when you have a map and a stamp sheet. 
With our partners, we had to use our 
map to find different spots around the 
field and school. At each spot there was 
a hole punch which we used to punch 
different numbers on our sheet. At first 
we found it quite hard, but it was great 
fun and we finished in 13 minutes.

Hugo Mundy and Jack Scard 4O

Maths Challenge 
On 4th March, we went to Gayhurst School to compete 
against lots of other schools in a Year 4 Maths Challenge. 
We had to work in pairs to answer questions in different 
types of challenges, such as ‘Dicey Dicey’ and ‘Make 24’ 
(which was like Countdown). When we were timed, in 
the last 30 seconds there was tingly music! We found it quite hard, but we tried 
our best and felt proud to represent our school.

Owen Ahearne 4O, Conor Dowd 4O and Arthur Williams 4V

FOOTBALL
At school, our football team is brilliant.  
Incredibly, we won the second stage of the Kids  
EFL Cup and now we are going to play at Wembley  
Stadium on the pitch! In other news, some Year 6  
children competed in a regional Futsal tournament in 
Birmingham. We played some really tough teams but 
managed to pull off the win. Now we are going to the next 
stage which is being played at St George’s Park (England’s 
Training Ground!) We are proving to be invincible. 

Hari Sohi and Zac Hambury 6B

Amazing Chicks!
‘ We saw the chicks hatch and we got to hold them!’  
Grace Baliani-Raby

‘ We learnt about their life cycle. We found out that the life cycle 
never stops.’ Benjamin Easton-Fletcher

‘ When I held a chick, it fell asleep!’ Coco Cairns

‘ It takes 21 days for the chicks to hatch.’Albie Phelps

‘ I held a male chick. I know it was a male because it was 
yellow.’ Alisha Gidwani

Book Week
We really enjoyed Book Week! Our 
favourite day was when we dressed up 
as our favourite book characters. One of 
our class activities was to write a ‘rescue 
me’ letter as if we were a character 
from ‘The Wreck of the Zanzibar’ by 
Michael Morpurgo. We enjoyed taking 
part in the reading challenge and were 
awarded a certificate for completing it. 

Annabel Sterk and Saroop Kondal

Super Scientists
During Sport Science Week we were lucky enough to have 
lots of interesting and informative visitors. We learnt about 
germs and our visitor brought in a special machine that could 
show us if our hands were clean. We learnt that germs can 
spread easily especially if you don’t wash your hands.  
We must cover our mouths when we cough or sneeze  
and then wash our hands to stop the germs from  
spreading. Since our visit, we have been  
very good at covering our mouths  
and washing our hands thoroughly. 

Lucie Mansell & Kitty Danner  
2PM

SAM Labs
In Sports Science Week, some children were lucky enough to be 
visited by SAM Labs who let us experiment with super cool mini 
devices. We used our coding skills on an IPAD to make a Science 
circuit and a car, using motors, lights and light sensors. The man was 
so impressed with our skills that he also set us the challenge of 
creating a burglar alarm! Everyone found it so fun and we definitely 
learnt some new skills. 

Claudia Weston 6B

Sports and Science Week 2019

Young Voices
Before the Young Voices concert started, 
we were sitting in our seats in the O2 
Arena, staring at all the people who had 
come to watch us perform. We felt very 
excited, and just the slightest 
bit nervous. As the lights went 
down, we felt proud, sitting there 
in our Young Voices t-shirts. 
While we were singing, the 
conductor was showing us what 
to do. It was a very long day, but 
we had such a great time. 

Carys Milner and Orla Griffiths 4V



Spring term update

•  Recycling event – raised £198 from all your 
donations of unwanted clothes  – brilliant effort 
by all – thank you!

•  Lent Fair hampers – another record breaker 
with a phenomenal 34 hampers for the raffle 
raising a total of £1845 – big thanks to all those 
who supported, spent time making the beautiful 
hampers and bought the tickets!

•  Summer Social – we have been busy planning 
our biggest night of the year with a twist on 
our usual May Ball. Tickets now on sale for 
this fabulous night of music, food, dancing, fun 
and fundraising on Friday 10th May 7.30pm-
Midnight. 

•  PTA team – at the end of this year many of our 
core team will be moving on which creates 
space for new and enthusiastic members to 

take over! It’s a great way to meet people, get 
involved and help make a difference to the 
school. Everyone is welcome – no previous 
experience needed! Join us on Monday 29th 
April 7.30pm in the bungalow if you are 
interested to find out more or get in touch 
with us atgxschoolpta@hotmail.co.uk

Thank you to all for your ongoing support and 
encouragement! 

Helen Minoli, PTA Chair
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LEGO WORKSHOP
Our Lego workshop was really fun and very interesting. First, 
our visitor taught us how to build an olden day house out of 
Lego and then we learnt how to add a roof on to it. When we 
put all of our houses together to create the whole of Pudding 
Lane, it looked amazing! Once we had finished the main street 
we started to build The River Thames with little escape boats 
for our Lego figures. To end with, we built the countryside 
where people fled to safety. 

Sadie Braybrook & Imogen Price 2PM Celtic 
Harmony
In February, Year 3 had an amazing day 
travelling back in time to become Iron 
Age warriors. 

On our visit to the Celtic Harmony 
camp we were separated into different 
tribes: Wolves, Bears, Snakes and Stags 
and tried new skills including archery 
and completed a quest.

In the chief’s roundhouse we fought the 
Romans with shields and learned how 
to defend ourselves. The camp’s toilets 
were a bit different 
– they had compost 
instead of flushing 
with water!

Safaa Ali and 
Davrean 
Clement 3W

Lent Fair  
2019
Lent Fair was special because we had 
to design and run stalls for the first 
time. Everyone had such fantastic ideas. 
We felt responsible by being trusted by 
teachers. We also felt enthusiastic about 
all the Key Stage 1 children coming to 

visit our stalls. 

It was a fantastic 
afternoon and a 
great way to start 
celebrating Easter.

Shivana Shah 
and Emmy 
Wilson 3W

Thinking Skills 
Competition 
Four children from Year 4 & 5 went to St 
Mary’s School to take part in a Thinking 
Skills competition. We had to face some 
difficult problems. The most challenging 
element was the maths quiz, but even 
though they were tough, GX school got 
the highest score! The challenge which 
was the most fun was when we had 
to make a junk model chair for a tin of 
baked beans!

We worked well as a team and were 
proud to come third overall.

Miles Pillay 5P and 
Georgia Marr Ward 
5M


