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Isn’t it amazing how much can be packed into one Autumn Term? With such enormous variation in everyone’s 
favourite memories, I would just like to highlight two of mine. Our Remembrance wall of poppies next to our Prayer 
Garden was a very special place of reflection and thanksgiving for all in our school community; some of the prayers 
and reflections written by children throughout the school were really very moving.  
Contrast that with the pride and delight of our triumphant footballers who are now eagerly  
anticipating Regional Finals in March. So much for which we can all be thankful!

At the end of this busy term, the staff, governors and I wish all our families joy-filled holidays.

Nicola Flower, Headteacher

Remembrance 2018 
Remembrance is a time of the year when we remember those who lost their lives in the war. 
This year was especially important as it marked the 100 year anniversary of the end of World 
War I. In the week before Remembrance Sunday, we learned about the war in class and wrote 
our own prayers to thank those who gave their lives. We then visited the prayer garden to hang 
our home-made poppies on the remembrance wall. We shared our prayers and reflected on 
how grateful we feel that we live in peace. My class also read the book ‘Poppy Field’ by Michael 
Morpurgo to understand more about why the poppy is a symbol of remembrance.

Sophie Park 6T

We love Heidi!
Heidi is a goldendoodle therapy dog 
who visits our school on Fridays. It is 
always very exciting to see her because 
she is very friendly and loves to be 
stroked. We usually do short walks with 
her and give her treats if she does a trick 
like ‘give paw’ which is when we shake 
her hand. Sometimes we brush her hair 
or read her a story which she enjoys. 

Dominik Zalewski 4V

Harvest Collection 
A few weeks ago the house captains arrived in school 
early to help collect donations from the rest of the 
school pupils for Slough Foodbank. Slough Foodbank 
is a life-saving community who don’t believe that 
anyone should go without food. They collect food 
and other everyday supplies such as toiletries and 
they then give it to people who are less fortunate 
than us. Finally, we also collected robust, plastic bags 
for the food bank to make it easier for the needy people to transport back to their homes. 
The food bank was overwhelmed by the amount we gave.

Aman Jagdev and Claudia Weston 6B

Nativity  
Stories
We have written our own Nativity 
stories in RE and we went to read them 
to the children in Reception. Some of us 
were excited about going, but some of 
us were a bit nervous! The Reception 
children liked our stories. 

Nikhil Jayadev and Chloe Kent 1W



Dog Agility Fun
This term we have been making dog 
agility courses as part of our DT projects. 
We learnt that the dogs need to be really 
fit to complete the course and had a try 
ourselves to see how we got on. We then 
had to design and make our course thinking 
about where to put the obstacles and what 
materials we would use. We really loved 
getting to show our families how  
they worked. 

Elliot Neil 1H

The Amazing Antarctic
We have been learning interesting facts 
about the Antarctic in Year 2. The most 
amazing fact we learnt was that the 
Antarctic holds 90% of the Earth’s ice! 
This continent is also home to some 
wonderful animals. It is a habitat for 
leopard seals, whales and penguins too. 
Penguins can have different features. 
Some have orange beaks and others 
have tufty eyebrows. They 
even have different noises 
to recognise and find one 
another. Penguins are brave 
to take care of their eggs in 
such freezing cold weather! 

James Wood and Samuel 
Tilley 2PM

Walk like an Egyptian!

On our trip to the British Museum, we 
saw lots of interesting Egyptian artefacts. 
Firstly, we saw a replica of the Rosetta 
Stone which we were allowed to touch. 
As well as this, we worked out how to 
read hieroglyphs and how the stone 

helped us understand them. 
Later on, we looked at some 
statues of Egyptian Gods and 
Goddesses and then went to 
see the mummies and coffins 
that were 4,500 years old!

Devan Bhardwaj and 
Charlotte Rowland 3W

Rethink Science Fair!

We were very fortunate to be visited by 
OCCA and St James. We tried different 
experiments and some of them were 
very exciting especially the volcano! 
Each experiment helped us to think 
about God’s love and when we cleaned 
the penny it reminded us that God will 
always forgive us.

Owen Ahearne and Ava Sachania 40

Must reads!
We were delighted to see the covers 
of some phenomenal books along the 
corridor of top block. They have inspired 
us and encouraged us to read more at 
home and at school and given us some 
ideas of books we might like. There are 
famous authors like Julia Donaldson, 
Michael Morpurgo and Roald Dahl and 
also some that are new to us. Reading 
helps you to understand more about 
the world and is really enjoyable 
too – we hope that you 
enjoy reading!

Alex Redmond 
and Josh Smith 3A

Behaviours for Learning
‘Be Creative’ was our first ‘Behaviour for Learning’. We read a 
book in class called ‘Not a Box’. Then our teacher asked us to 
design a box and after a vote, we decided on a time machine. 
A dozen children went home to plan what it should look like 
and most of my ideas were chosen. There is a past/present/
future button, dials to select a date, a light on top and two 
buttons to either send a letter or meet a person. Our finished 
box looks marvellous and we are really proud of ourselves! 

Ramsimer Singh 4V

Children  
in Need
On Children In Need day, 
we saw Pudsey the Bear 
in the playground after 
school. He was very popular and there 
were lots of people crowded around 
him! We brought a wrist band which 
glowed in the dark and some people 
had headbands as well. All of the money 
that was raised will be used in all sorts 
of different ways to help many children 
across the country who are less 
fortunate than us.

Jessie Stevenson and Zoha Syed 3W

Image Theatre
Every year the Image Theatre comes to our school 
to perform a play to us that is actually a movie. This 
year it was the story of Pinocchio and the actors 
were great! We learnt songs to sing and some of us 
were even chosen to act in the play with the actors! 
We spotted that each time Pinocchio told a lie, he 
turned around and pulled his nose to make it longer. 
Some of it was a bit scary but we still loved it!

Millie Poole and Soraya Saha 2KM



My First 
Term at 
School

“ I have enjoyed learning how to write my 
name. Now I can do all of my letters!”  
Matthew Heffernen

“ I have enjoyed reading books in the 
reading corner with Miss Weekes.” 
Jasper Juttman-Verschoor

“ I love playing with my friends.”  
Arjun Mahli

“ I come to school to learn. I have learnt 
everything about spiders!”  
Henry Bates 

“ I have learnt to read!”  
Darcey Wright 

“ I like going on the Life Bus and learning 
about our bodies”  
Caspar Price

“ I have enjoyed drawing and making  
things at the writing table.”  
Martha Cormie

“ I have loved seeing our classroom  
and hall looking so Christmassy!  
It looks magical.”  
Isla Blackmore

Life Bus
Last week the school was visited by the Life Bus and we all learnt lots of interesting facts. Year 
5 learnt all about legal drugs, smoking and alcohol and we learnt that all medicines are drugs 
but not all drugs are medicines! We learnt how to say ‘no’ to people if we didn’t want to do 
something – you should not be passive, or aggressive but 
say ‘no’ in an assertive way. We enjoyed our time on the 
Life Bus and learnt new skills. It gave us lots to think about.

Melissa Lambert and Oscar Bignell 5P

County Finals
On Saturday 3 November, the girls and boys football teams took part in the County Finals. 
The boys team played very well won the semi-finals convincingly. In the final, we had the 
chance to re-play Burford School, a team we had drawn with previously. This time, we played 
confidently as a team and won the match 6-0 and became County Champions.

The girls also played extremely well. After beating Woodside 2-1 in the semi-final, we were 
through to the final. 1-0 down with minutes to go, our striker Nico Rai equalised taking us 
to penalties. With lots of support from our families 
and the boys team, we won 5-2 
and became County Champions. 
It was really emotional to win the 
tournament in that way.

Both teams could not have made  
it this far without the support of  
Mr Arnold. We now look forward 
to competing in the Regional Finals 
in March.

Team Captains, Alex Thomas 
and Lily Coomber 6T

Science Museum 
Year 5 had an amazing trip to the 
Science Museum as part of our work 
on Space. We really enjoyed the 3D 
image showing features of the solar 
system with the earth and the sun and 
learning about Yuri Gagarin, the first 
man in space. In the IMAX cinema, we 
watched a film about space and life on 
the ISS. It helped us see that humans are 
destroying the world. 

Harry Webb and Jack Viner 5M

Bowles
Bowles was a true treat for all of Year 
5 including the teachers. The activities, 
food and instructors were amazing! We 
both loved bushcraft, it was so much 
fun - we even toasted marshmallows 
over a fire that we had made earlier. We 
had the experience of a VIP life as we 
were allowed to swim in the wonderful 
swimming pool with floats. The pool was 
huge! Our friends kept us company and 
helped us with the challenges. We are 
so grateful that we were able to go to 
Bowles, thank you. 

Georgia Marr-Ward and Clive 
Griffiths 5M



Editors Nicola Flower & PTA Editor Helen Minoli

Proudly sponsored by

 PTA NEWS

Story Museum
On Wednesday 3 October, Year 4 visited The Story Museum in 
Oxford. First of all we explored the courtyard to find special 
portals and then we got to sit on a talking throne. Later, we went 
on a ‘Wonder Walk’ around Oxford to see special places which 
had inspired Lewis Carroll, C.S Lewis and Philip Pullman. 

Jonty Lee and Nisha Sureshkumaran 4O

E-safety Ambassadors
Earlier this term we went to an e-safety training course to 
learn how to become e-safety ambassadors for our school. We 
learnt how to stay safe on-line which would include only putting 
appropriate photos on-line. We also learnt that bullying on-line is 
called cyberbullying and you must not do it.

Sophia Knight and Max Middleton 5P

Meet Mr Moore, our Chair of Governors
What is the role of a governor?
We work with the school to make sure pupils have everything they need to learn.

What is the best part of the job?
When I see the big successes of the school and children really excelling.

What was your favourite subject when you were a pupil at this school?
I remember music and really liked everyone singing together.

What inspired you to become a governor?
My children left this school happy, confident and well prepared and I wanted to help others to enjoy the same success.

Questions by Cameron Noble, Emilia Jarnefelt, Oli Evans, Harriet Cooper Year 6

Autumn term key events & achievements

With your brilliant support we have achieved a 
huge amount this term:

•  30 iPads and charging trolley purchased and 
delivered to school for use in KS2 classes.

•  KS1 Christmas party organised and funded 
including a great entertainer, treats for all 
children and a visit from Santa!

•  Bumper recycling event in October raising 
£220 from all your donations.

•  Fun and fabulous quiz & curry night with over 
100 parents, carers and staff in attendance 
raising just over £1890.

•  Festive family Christmas Fair complete with 
grotto, games, crafts and much more. Despite 
the rain we had a great turn out - thank you 
all for coming and to the brilliant extended 
team for all the support and help. Final details 
of fundraising to follow but we are hoping for a 
total in the region of £6000.

•  Collection & sale for Children in Need with a 
chance to meet Pudsey raising £766.01.

We welcome and are so grateful for your 
support! If you would like to find out 
more about joining the team, please email 
gxschoolpta@hotmail.co.uk

Have a fabulous Christmas and happy new year! 
See you all in 2019 for more fun and fundraising!


