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At the end of the sunniest and hottest Summer Term for many years we have much to celebrate and for which 
we can be thankful. Our children continue to enjoy a curriculum rich with visits, sporting fixtures and musical 
concerts and special whole school events including our Arts Week and Family Fun Run. Our whole school ‘Fish and 
Chip Street Party’ is a particularly happy memory for me, as I know it is for many. What a very 
fortunate community we are! Do enjoy reading the highlights from our children’s points of view. 

On behalf of all members of staff and governors, I would like to wish all our children and 
families a very happy and refreshing summer holiday.

Nicola Flower, Headteacher

ARTS WEEK 
During Arts Week we have made flags of the United 
Kingdom. We used many different materials to practise our 
art skills. These included: crepe paper, paint, felt tip pens and 
collage. When it was red, white and blue day we recreated the 
Union Flag with something in the middle that was very British. 
Some chose a cup of tea, whilst others chose landmarks in 
London. We also had a wonderful time in the pumpkin story 
tent listening to Welsh dragon stories. We were so well behaved, the 
story-teller manager to tell us three stories! Our favourite part of 
the week was making (and eating) shortbread and Maypole dancing. 

Charlotte Rowland and Anaya Joshi 2S

During Arts week, we found out information about the different 
countries in the British Isles each day and participated in a variety of 
activities that originated from these places. Some of our favourite 
activities during Arts Week were: Scottish dancing, Welsh cake 
making (Bara Brith), synchronised swimming, hearing different 
countries folk stories, watching the Maypole dancing and this 
was finished off with our amazing fish and chips lunch on 
Friday. We have learnt so many new things about the different 
countries and have really enjoyed Arts Week.

Matthew Pannett, Oscar Dooley  
and Tom van Reesch 4L

FOOTSTEPS TRAINING 
We have learned how to cross the road safely with some 
of the mummies from school. They taught us to STOP, 
LOOK AND LISTEN for traffic. If there is no safe place to 
cross we have to CREEP AND PEEP and only cross if the 
road is clear. They also taught us to use the shortest route 
to cross the road and not to walk diagonally. We learned 
that if a car has a flashing orange light that  
means it’s going to turn – so it’s  
not safe to cross.

Class 1W

Swimming
When I first started swimming I was 
scared to put my face in the water. I was 
also scared to do the mushroom float 
but now I can do both. I’m getting better 
at swimming!

Kathleen Todd 2M 

In our swimming lessons we have been 
learning synchronized swimming – it was 
lots of fun! We were put into groups 
to practise our routines which we then 
showed to the rest of the class. I love 
putting my face in the water now!

Shaan Gill 2M

County Finals
On Thursday 5 July a group of children from KS2 went Stoke Mandeville 
stadium to represent our school in sports: netball, football, hockey, tennis 
and swimming. The event started with a brilliant opening ceremony, 
particularly as Ryan Cooke was our mascot!

We all tried our hardest and did very well including the girls football 
who won! The hockey team came second, the netball team and 
swimming teams both came fifth whilst the tennis team played amazingly 
but unfortunately came last. We all had a great day!

Imogen Webb 5M and Leo Snowden 5P



KEW GARDENS
In May, Year 1 spent a lovely sunny day in Kew Gardens. We saw some amazing plants and trees 
and walked a very long way! One of the most exciting places we went to was the huge glass Palm 
House which is very hot inside and where there are lots of plants which do not normally grow in 
our country. We saw bananas hanging high up from a tree and coconuts. In the Princess of Wales 
Glasshouse we saw some spiky cacti and a plant that looked like a bird. During our workshop with 
Ruth, a lady who works at Kew Gardens, we learnt lots of interesting facts about plants. Did you know 
that a daisy’s petals close up at night and open again in the morning – like they are going to sleep?

Leo Purewall and Amelia Skalniak 1SC 

Celtic Harmony
In April, Year 3 visited Celtic Harmony in Hertfordshire and learned lots about the Stone 
Age. We saw an example of a roundhouse, with a fire roaring inside, and also learned how 
to do archery. We studied some weapons and shields and how they were used a long time 
ago; most children enjoyed getting their faces painted like a Stone Age warrior the most! It 
was an enjoyable trip which taught us a great deal about pre-historic Britain.

Ellie Danner and Aarav Johnson 3W

PGL
On June 11, Year 6 travelled to Boreatton Park in Shropshire for our PGL 
outdoor activity week. We were all extremely excited about spending four 
nights away from home with our friends and to discover what amazing activities 
we would get to experience on our visit. When we arrived we got to meet Mark and 
Georgia – our fantastic ‘Groupies’ – who organised our groups and made sure we got 
to the correct place with the correct kit to do each activity. During the week we got to 
experience some exhilarating things: from raft-building to abseiling, kayaking to swinging 
through the air on the ‘Giant Swing’ or leaping to reach the trapeze! Although some of us 
were scared beforehand, with the support and encouragement from our team mates we 
were able to challenge ourselves and feel proud of our many accomplishments. We will 
never forget our fantastic PGL experience!

Sienna Atwal and Mckenzie Embury 6T

Shri 
Swaminarayan 
Mandir
Year 3 visited the Mandir in Neasden a 
few weeks ago, which was wonderful. 
There were beautiful statues of the 
gods, which were fed and dressed 
like real people and we looked at an 
exhibition that showed all the different 
gods that Hindu people believe in, and 
about their rules and beliefs. We also 
saw a Hindu prayer ceremony and 
enjoyed looking at the different parts of 
the fascinating building.

Eliyah Ahmed and  
Mia Blewett 3A

Our Values and 
British Values
This term in our assemblies we have 
been learning about British Values 
which include Democracy, Rule of 
Law, Individual Liberty and Mutual 
Respect.

•   Democracy is having a system of 
government. This value relates to 
our school value of community as 
the laws that the government make 
include everyone.

•   Rule of Law is for us to keep 
safe while having freedom. It 
also ensures that we don’t do 
bad things so that we keep our 
world safe. It links to our value 
of Compassion because we are 
supporting people in being kind 
and safe.

•   Individual Liberty is having freedom 
while keeping safe. Having freedom 
means you can’t do everything you 
want, it means you can do all the 
good things you want to. It ties in 
with Grace because it allows you 
to make good choices.

•   Mutual Respect is to not ignore 
people with different faiths/ beliefs. 
You need to treat everybody 
equally. This relates also to 
Community because you treat 
everyone with equal respect.

•   As you will have probably noticed, 
all of the British Values relate to 
our most important school value 
– love. 

Eliza Catherall and Benjamin 
Frewer 4O

Instrumental 
Concert
In June, a group of children 
performed in a music concert for 
our family, friends and school. Lots of 
children played musical instruments 
and sang; even though we did lots of 
practice for the concert, we still felt 
very nervous on the day! There were 
recitals which included many different 
instruments, including the drums 
and violin which we played. We 
were very proud to have been 
part of a great evening!

Loic Folmer and  
Harrison McNally 
Year 3



NATIONAL FOOTBALL FINALS!
On Saturday 19 May the under 11 Girls’ football team made their way to Ricoh 
Arena in Coventry to compete in the English Schools Football Association 
National Finals . We were all extremely excited. After drawing our first match, 
then losing the next we HAD to win the third. We successfully won our match 4-1 
and proceeded to the semi-finals, which turned out to be our toughest game yet. 
We were leading 1-0 until the last few minutes but unfortunately our opponents 
– Beaufort Primary School from Surrey – managed to equalise taking the game to 
extra time. We all worked incredibly hard resulting in a fantastic 2-1 win. We were 

in the final against Ponteland Academy 
from Northumberland! Exhausted and 
with no time to rest, we started the 
most important game of the day. Despite 
an amazing effort and team performance, 
unfortunately Ponteland scored in the 
final minute of the game. To be the second 
best girls football team in England was an 
exceptional outcome. We were all extremely 
proud of our achievements and will 
remember this special day forever.

Jessica Reid 6V and Katie Reid 6T

The Science Conference
On Tuesday 26 June, a group of Year 
5 attended the Big Bang @ Bucks 
Science Conference and STEM Fair at 
Green Park, Aylesbury. We took part 
in workshops on coding and fuelling 
a rocket car and attended an amazing 
Science show. At the Fair we took part in 
different challenges at the stalls to receive 
a prize at the end. We had an amazing time 
at the Science Conference!

Jerome Portch and Ikra Hussain 5P

Wildcat 
Football 
Tournament
On Friday 25 May, a group of KS2 
girls went to the Epilepsy Centre, 
Chalfont St Peter, to take part in a 
football tournament. The Wildcat 
team divided us into three groups 
and led different activities. One 
activity improved our passing, 
another activity our dribbling 
whilst the last activity worked on 
our general skills. Our amazing 
afternoon ended with some mini 
matches. It was really fun!

By Isabelle Ayres and Emmi 
Stevenson 5M

Hazard Alley
On the 25 May 2018, Year 6 travelled to 
Milton Keynes to learn lots of essential 
skills to help keep us safe at ‘Hazard Alley’. 
Firstly we learned about all the dangers of 
crossing a road. Then we were taught what 
to do if we were trapped in a room full 
of smoke. After that we learnt how to call 
for help in an emergency. Later we were 
given strategies to help keep us safe online 
and learned how to deal with cyber bulling 
by telling an adult you trust. We especially 
enjoyed creating our own e-safety rap!  
We all took away lots of useful advice  
for the future to help us cope in many 
different situations.

Amrita Sohal 6T and Vincent Heath 6V

My first 
year at 
school

“  I really liked doing our class assembly, 
even when I was nervous.” 
Ayva Mandevia

“   It has been really fun and I have made 
lots of new friends.”  
Lola Hill

“  I loved our school trip when we got to 
feed the animals at the farm.” 
Jack Codd

“  I liked in ‘Arts Week’ when we got to 
make Big Ben and we kept on making it 
bigger and bigger!”  
Thomas Park

“   I have really enjoyed doing the  
focus tasks – cooking, writing and arts 
and crafts.” 
Sophia Shaw 

“  I really liked the Stay and Play where  
I made a crab with my Mumma.”  
Josh Quigley

“  I have enjoyed lots of reading, drawing 
and playing.”  
Elsie Birch

“  I liked going to the church. We made 
the things we love out of play dough’ 
Jesse De’Ath and Nikhil Jayadev

“  I liked going on my school trip to the 
woodlands and finding bug.”  
Alessia Martinelli



As we draw this year’s PTA calendar to a close, 
we would like to say a massive thank you to all 
the parents, carers, sponsors, helping hands and, 
of course, the fabulous and hard working PTA 
team for all your support and effort throughout 
the year.

We have had some really special, fun and 
memorable events which have resulted in a 
fantastic fundraising achievement – when our 
accounts are closed at the end of the year we 
are hoping for nearly £25,000! Well done to 
everyone involved.

A fun packed summer term

We kicked off the summer term with the Havana 
Nights ball and silent auction. Cuban fever filled 
the air as over 150 people enjoyed salsa dancing, 
a live band, Cuban inspired menu and cocktails...
not forgetting the popular selfie mirror! As we 
danced the night away the funds rolled in and 
we raised an impressive £10,073! We had some 
very generous pledges and donations from local 
companies resulting in over 50 auction prizes 
as well as financial support from Aeroserve, 
BP Collins and Strutt & Parker. Of course, we 
cannot mention the Ball without acknowledging 
the great work behind the bar from the staff and 
governors. We can’t thank you all enough! 

Next, we turned our attention to Party in 
the Playground and the scorching heat and 
unexpected England quarter final match made 
this an event to remember. We were really 
pleased to see so many school families and 
new parents join in the fun of this great school 
community event. Although we are still totalling 
up the funds, we are heading towards a healthy 
profit despite our commitment to control 
costs by reducing the adult ticket price and 
fixing the price of drinks and activities at 2017 
levels. A special shout out goes to the group of 
parents who turned up at 7.30am to erect all 
the gazebos, everyone who took part in morning 
collections, came to set up and stayed to help 
clear up after a really long day! 

Oh, and we did sneak in another recycling event 
this term with £210 raised from donations of 
clothes, shoes and household linen. A brilliant effort.

Our donations to the school

We are delighted to have seen some of the funds 
be put to great use including a special fish and 
chip street party lunch for all during the creative 
and inspiring Arts Week. 

With works going according to plan over Easter, 
the children returned to school this term to 
take advantage of the Astro turf and new air 

conditioning. We also funded the defibrillator  
and new school hall chairs – both necessities  
we were pleased to be able to support the 
school with.

With all the additions to funds through the year 
we are now in a position to give the go ahead to 
the school to purchase a new set of iPads. Once 
this investment is made, the school will own the 
number of iPads it needs to optimise use across 
all key stage 1 and 2 children. What a way to end 
the year!

Next year...

After the summer break we will begin planning 
events for next year and it’s likely to be a big 
one as we celebrate 50 years at Moreland Drive! 
We are a small team and would love some extra 
help. This can involve as much or as little time 
as you can give – we have opportunities ranging 
from full committee members to occasional 
helping hands. Please get in touch with us at 
gxschoolpta@hotmail.co.uk if you feel you would 
like to help.

Have an amazing summer and we look forward 
to seeing you in September. Watch this space for 
news of our next event!

Helen Minoli, PTA Chair

Editors Nicola Flower & PTA Editor Helen Minoli

Proudly sponsored by

GX Cross Country 
In May we did our first cross country on East Common in 
Gerrards Cross. We were a bit worried because it was a 
long run. It was quite tough, but we kept going and we had 
to look out for stones and tree roots on the path. We were 
all very excited to get our medals for coming second and 
third in the Year 1 races.

Rory Douglas, Annabel Glusick and Rupert Williams 1W

First Aid
Year 6 were privileged to have a first aid 
trainer come to school recently. Jo, the 
paramedic, came to talk about health and 
safety. We did lots of activities to teach 
us what to do if there is an accident or if 
someone is ill. In groups, we had to imagine 
that someone had been bitten by a poisonous 
spider and work out how to help them. We 
really enjoyed practising with bandages and it 
was funny to see everyone bandaged up. We 
also learned about what to do when someone 
is choking or needs CPR. We all received a 
certificate at the end and we all now feel 
confident that we would know what to do if 
we were ever in a situation where somebody 
needed first aid.

Callum Khasriya and Riana Gurm 6V

 PTA NEWS

School Aid Fun Run
On Sunday 1 July pupils from Gerrards Cross School took part in the School Aid 
2k Fun Run. We entered teams from Year 3, 4, 5 and 6. The course was quite difficult 
but everyone ran superbly in the hot conditions. Years 3 and 4 did very well to win 
their age group races while Years 5 and 6 put in a fantastic performance to finish 2nd 
overall. It was a good day and everyone who participated really enjoyed.

Alice Moss and Justine Kusadja 4L


